Service-Learning Case Study Activity

Directions

For your assigned case study: Your group will be assigned one of the case studies below. Read the case study and identify the “service” and the “link to curriculum”. Decide with your group which quadrant the project falls into. 
If the project is not in Quadrant I (High Service, Related Learning), discuss with your group what changes you might make to improve the quality of the project.

Identify one other K-12 Standard for High Quality Service Learning that this project potentially does a good job of incorporating.

Be prepared to report out to the group.

For the other case studies: After you finish your assigned case study, read the other case studies quickly and place them on the quadrant. Write the letter of the case study in the appropriate quadrant on the quadrant provided to your group.
Service-Learning Case Studies
A. Geology and Plate Tectonics
In ninth grade science classes for English Language Learners students learn about earthquakes and plate tectonics.  To find out about how natural disasters impact their community, the students visit an office for emergency disaster management.  The students discover that many people in their community are not prepared for natural disasters.  They work with the disaster office to plan a program to raise awareness in a community that has not historically been prepared for earthquakes.  They will work with the agency to develop brochures in both English and Spanish and distribute them along with earthquake preparedness kits in their community.  Students also create and perform presentations to the faculty, school board, and local civic organizations about earthquakes, the importance of preparedness, and how their experience benefits the community.

B. Wheel Chair Ramp

Students at San Francisco Community School map their school site for handicapped access and decide to build a wheelchair ramp for their school.  Students learned about city ordinances from San Francisco city employees and then spent a day with people responsible for public transportation systems and public works, and other local experts. They assist in the design of the ramp, developing diagrams and charts for presentations to school administrators and the school board. Local architects, school administrators, grounds staff, parents, and representatives for the Access Appeal Commission worked with the students to complete the project and build the wheel chair ramp at the school.
C. Neighborhood Smoke Detectors

The Fresno Fire Department determined that many homes in the community, particularly those of low-income senior citizens, did not have working smoke detectors but are unsure of how many homes are affected. Middle school students, accompanied by firefighters, go door-to-door in their neighborhoods to survey residents about their knowledge of of smoke detectors and to check for properly functioning smoke detectors. Students distribute the fire department literature on smoke detectors and, if a senior needs a smoke detector, one is provided.
D. School Garden

Students in a seventh-grade science class work with their teachers and with staff members from local conservation organizations to design, create, and maintain a garden in a deserted lot behind the school. The lot becomes an on-campus community garden that consists of native California plants and ecosystems and is used as a focal point for the study of geology, ecology, and agriculture. Staff members from the conservation agency provide expertise and assist the class by donating garden supplies, educational materials, and other resources. 
E. Health Education
High school students partnered with a local community college Healthcare Science and Technology (HST) department and regional medical and dental associations to teach preventative health skills, including hand washing and oral hygiene to all kindergarten, first grade and special education students in the district. The students developed and prepared all materials used in their teaching programs.
F. Salmon DNA
Students work with a salmon hatchery to help preserve endangered Chinook King Salmon in a river that is less than a 15-minute walk from their school. The students conduct DNA fingerprinting using gel electropheresis equipment and employ Calculator-Based Laboratory Systems for stream monitoring. They also write and produce a biannual newsletter informing the community about the health and history of local waters, present their research results to the city council, and work as salmon experts with students at the local elementary school. 
G. Water Quality Improvement

A high school biology class decides to test the water in their local lake and finds that it is polluted. After researching water pollution and ways to reverse it, the students developed a plan to clean up the lake. In the first year of the plan, the students regularly test the water quality, keep water-quality journals and track the pollution sources. They make a video about the lake and their project to show to local residents.
H. After School Math Tutors 

Students in a high school algebra class work with students in an after school program at the local elementary school. Teachers at the elementary school identify students who need extra help with math. The high school students go to the after school program once a week to help the elementary students with their math homework.
