Deb’s Notes on GETTING STARTED (Materials follow these instructions)
1. Community Based Project (ppt slide)

- make the point that “community” can be small – just the school

2. Points of entry (use the 5 on page 18 in CBK) – first step in the Blueprint p.16


1. Transform an existing program or service project into a service learning project (Canned Food Drive example, community clean-up day, Seasons of Service)


2. Begin with standard curriculum, content & skills and find natural extension into service (what is something you have to teach that has a tie-in to a service project)


3. Begin with a theme or unit of study (Open Court, social studies, science)


4. Student-identified need (community photo mapping, schoolyard review, Project Citizen steps for identifying a policy issue, start with student interests & talents)


5. Community-identified need (newspaper articles, partner agency)
STOP HERE and have each person pick a point of entry and come up with a potential project. Give some examples – if you are a teacher you might use 2 or 3; if you are a counselor you might use something vocationally-related; if you are a student you might start with an interest or a community need you know of…

SHARE points of entry and use these to form groups (or not and just mix the groups if there aren’t obvious groupings)
3. Preparation (first stage of service learning, CBK, p. 10)

· identifying a need (see points of entry, student-identified)

· investigating and analyzing (field trips, guest speakers, interviews, research)

· identifying partners

· making a plan for action (drawing on skills and talents of individuals in the group – can use “personal inventory” on page 33)

4. Practice “Getting Started” in small groups (see directions for groups)

GETTING STARTED: Small group discussion and planning

1. Point of entry: Each group member should come up with a potential “point of entry” that is applicable to his/her situation. 

2. Each group member shares idea for “point of entry”

3. Group chooses one (or two) to discuss further and come up with a plan for Getting Started.

4. Consider the following elements:

a. Link to Curriculum/Learning Goals: What values, skills and/or knowledge are the youth learning through this project?

b. Meaningful Service that meets a Community Need: what positive changes or impact? How will the need be identified? 

c. Youth voice: How will youth be involved in helping to identify and design the project?

d. Partnerships – brainstorm potential partners and their roles in the project

5. Make a poster about the project that your group discussed that shows how you would get started. Include the key elements above and how they would be incorporated.
6. Choose a reporter(s) to present your poster
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